
As the

season

s change,
many people
look for a
convenient

place to store their motor and recreational
vehicles, snow blowers and other
equipment. Before going out and
purchasing a fabric cover, carport or
canopy for storage, residents should keep
in mind the following guidelines
established by the City Code. 

• Tents and canopies shall not be
used for more than 25 days per year on a
site and must be set back at least 10 feet
from all property lines. 
• Permits are required for tents more
than 200 square feet and for canopies
more than 400 square feet. A canopy is
a roof without sides; a tent has fabric
side curtains. Fire Marshal review of
the proposed tent or canopy is part of
the permit process. For more
information, call Fire Prevention at
952-563-8933.

• In addition, parking vehicles on
unpaved areas of a lot is not permitted.
Vehicles parked on yards may leak oil
and other fluids that may flow into
storm sewers and contaminate the
water supply. Vehicles parked on lawns
also ruin landscaping, undermining
neighborhood attractiveness. Parking
must be on an approved surface area,
which means one constructed with
concrete, asphalt or driveway pavers.

For more information, call
Environmental Health at 952-563-8934.

Clark Arneson 

Accepts 

position as

Blaine city

manager  

After more than 20 years of
dedicated service, Assistant City

Manager Clark Arneson said goodbye
to the City and accepted a position as
Blaine city manager. 

Arneson, who began his career with
the City of Bloomington Port Authority
Administration in 1987, became
planning and economic development
manager in November 1993. Arneson
was promoted to assistant city manager
in December 2004. 

“I have really appreciated the
professionalism of all the elected and
appointed City officials and staff,” said
Arneson. “One unique aspect of
working for the City of Bloomington is
the opportunity to work on a wide
variety of significant projects.”  

During his career, Arneson was
involved in many important
development projects in Bloomington,
including the successful construction
of Civic Plaza. He was also
instrumental in Bloomington’s
Strategic Planning initiative,
Bloomington 2025.

In charge of Airport South
development for the City, Arneson’s
accomplishments include planning for
Mall of America Phase II and the initial
phases of Bloomington Central Station,
a $700 million transit-oriented
development project, the 28th Avenue
park-and-ride deck and the $24 million
light-rail transit park-and-ride deck.     

Ask the City

A valuable online resource 

A
sk the City, the new customer
service system introduced in

February, is already seeing an increase in
the number of residents going online to
use the system. If you haven’t already
tried Ask the City, it’s easy to start. Click
on the Ask the City icon on the City’s Web
site. Once online, it is possible to search
for answers, submit questions and start
a “ticket” for a service request. A service
request may be anything from fixing a
pothole to investigating a noise
complaint. Ask the City is also accessible
by phone at 952-563-8700, or in person
through employees of the City. 

For more information, call
Communications Administrator Janine
Hill at 952-563-8819.

For the homeowner Around 

the City

Home values in Bloomington
have steadily increased for
years.  However, recent housing

market activity has led to a decline in
the median home value. Even with this
price correction, there has been a
dramatic overall increase in home
values over the past decade.
2008 Hennepin County Property 
Tax Statements

In early March, Hennepin County
mailed out tax statements for 2008,
which are based on a property’s
estimated market value as of January
2, 2007. In accordance with state law,
this 2007 value reflected sales
occurring from October 2005 to
September 2006.  Consequently, when
you pay your 2008 property tax bill,
the valuation it is based on is already
as much as two years old, and does not
reflect the recent housing market
correction. More recent sales activity is
reflected in your 2008 market value. 

City of Bloomington 2008 Market Value
Notices (for 2009 taxes)

The City of Bloomington recently
mailed market value notices for January
2, 2008, which are determined by
analyzing home sales that occurred from
October 2006 to September 2007 and
will be used in calculating property
taxes payable in 2009. Home sales

occurring after September 2007 will be
reflected in the 2009 assessment. This
approach to property  values and taxes
is mandated by law.

For more information, visit our Web
site at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Property taxes, or contact
Chief Residential Appraiser Mark
Anderson at 952-563-8706.  

N e w s • y o u • c a n • u s e

Understanding property values and taxes

Keeping up to code

Guidelines to follow for parking, tents and canopies
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Each year, the City plants trees in
parks and other public areas to

ensure that Bloomington’s urban forest
continues to be one of the community’s
treasures. The City has planted more
than 1,000 trees over the last few years. 

Most of the 900 diseased elm and
oak trees marked for removal last year
were located on residential lots. To
increase the number of trees on private
properties, Park Maintenance will hold a
public tree sale. 

Based on last year’s sales of 280 trees,
300 trees will be for sale this spring.
Species of trees available include:
Autumn Blaze Red Maple, Hackberry,
Imperial Honey Locust, Northwoods Red
Maple, Prairie Fire Crabapple and
Snowdrift Crabapple. Orders will be filled
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

To download the form and learn
more about the trees, visit our Web site
at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Tree sale. For more
information, call the Maintenance
Division at 952-563-8760. 

Beautify your home this spring, plant a tree 

City tree sale to take place in May

Tree order form 

Bloomington residents only.  Crabapple trees come in pots; all other trees are bare
root. All trees are one-and-a-quarter to two inches in diameter and cost $50 each. 

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

Pick up trees at 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road on Saturday, May 3, 9 - 11 a.m. 
Send check and form to City of Bloomington, Park Maintenance, 

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington  MN  55431-3027. 

_____ Autumn Blaze Red Maple _____ Hackberry
_____ Imperial Honey Locust _____ Northwoods Red Maple
_____ Prairie Fire Crabapple _____ Snowdrift Crabapple
Total trees __________  X  $50 ea.  =  $__________Total cost

Fill in number of each tree type desired.  Maximum 5 trees total per
household, $50 each. Check must accompany order. 
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